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Ordinance 65.111.24

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 375 (UNIFIED SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
ALBANY IN RELATION TO REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS

Zoning Text Amendment




General Purpose for Amendment

Area Variance Type ‘ I Status of Sign Related Variances |

M Approved H Denied ® Withdrawn

M Signs M Other




Common Challenges with Signage

Variances by Category

M Sign Size (Area)

H Number of Signs

M Sign Height
i [[lumination

M Misc.
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Variances for number of
wall signs and size

Variances for height and size




Signhage for Long Frontages




Measured flexibility to address:

« Different building types & sizes
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» Varying street frontages
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« Different sign types & sizes

» Appropriately scaled & balanced code

~"" Design
Applicants Standards &
Preference Neighborhood
Context




Content Neutral Ordinances

U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Reed v Town of Gilbert

« Cannot regulate sign content

« Limits “speaker-based” provisions (i.e., gas station vs
restaurant)



Sighage Calculation Methods

« Currently there is no prescribed
method to calculate sign area or
height

* Following common best practices
from municipalities across the
state (Troy, Schenectady,
Saratoga, Buffalo, etc.)

« Terms and methods were left
open to interpretation
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Code Comparison: Attached Signs

Existing:

All residential districts largely
treated the same

* One 6 SQFT sign (per
frontage)

* Limited to multi-dwellings
or commercial uses

Proposed:

» Residential districts separated based on
characteristics
* One 6 SQFT sign for R-1L, R-1M, R-2
(per frontage)

* One 10 SQFT sign for R-T & R-M (per
frontage)

* One 20 SQFT sign for R-V (per
frontage)

* Limited to multi-dwellings or
commercial uses
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Code Comparison: Attached Signs

Existing: Proposed:

* Nonresidential districts separated into 7
distinct groups

* Nonresidential districts separated

into 3 groups
* Sign size varies more by district

 Allows for either a 24 SQFT or 32 characteristics
SQFT sign  Allows for 24 or 32 SQFT for most
commercial districts

* Allows up to 64 SQFT for more intensive
commercial and institutional districts

 Allows for 100 SQFT within the I-2
Industrial district




UPPE Tivoli Park
= University at WASHINGTON
G\Vp@ Albany AVENUE
— :'WSSPsmAV & WESTHILL /)
N WESTMERE=——— = i ARBOR HILL
— LT MELROSE BEVERWYCK /
> o — L) { Ir
o Q(\% T s A =TEN BROEGK A v
S o s /B TRIANGLUE : e
(<'z>‘ N0 & g !
"D RS & N
2 aureh & BUCKINGHAM Washington
o Park.
! Ry ® LAKE- PINE HILLS N
CRESTWOOD S
NORTH |
3 BETHLEHEM 443 MANSION
Sha, /] AREA
R & HELDERBERG
)
& 03
yort V;\\\\z o
= & :
e > S SECOND
S (=3
£ Capital WHITEHALL AVENUE
& Hills at
© Albany
MU CH Normanside
l ' - 2, Country
'9/@% Club
®
.
%
<,
“»
= ‘s, (8
3z 9 Blyg \
S \)
2

°
(4N L4 i} =
Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, ‘Im;‘c, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS—,&USDA, USFWS

‘\)

\\ ‘ [




Table 375.409.1

Attached Signs: Number and Size
SF = Square Feet

Maximum Number of

Maximum Individual

Cumulative Size of all

i istri Attached Signs Per - - = i inati
Zoning District B Sign Size (SF) Attached Signs (SF) Sign lllumination
Shopfront or Frontage
R-1L, R-1M, R-2 1[0 6 SF B 5F Not Permitted
R-T,R-M 1[0 10 5F 10 5F External Only
R-V 1_[11 20 5F 50 SF External Only
MU-NE, MU-NC
—_ Ty T [3]
MIU-FM. MU-EC 2 245F 32 5F External & Internal
MU-CU, MU-DT,
e —— [4] 131
MU-FS. MU-FW 2 325F 40 SF External & Internal
1 SF for each linear foot
MU-CH Mot Limited of building frontage 200 SF External & Internal B
not to exceed 64 SF.
MU-CI 1 per 125 ft. of frontage 64 5F [4 400 SF External & Internal
1 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal Bl
2 1 per 100 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal 2
LC 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 23 5F nfa External Only
NOTES:
[1] Limited to multi-unit dwellings and nonresidential uses.
Buildings with a shopfront may be approved for a wall sign of up to 20 square fest, provided that
[2] the proposed sign is consistent with the character of the building and neighborhood in which it is
located, as determined by the Chief Planning Official.
JE)} Refer to section 375-409(5)(d), llumination, for the standards applicable to sign illumination.
[ Additional signs permitted above top row of windows on buildings at least 9 stories in height may

not extend across more than 50% of building facade width.

Creating two tables (attached &
detached) leads to more specificity for
each type of sign and better readability
for the user

Signage regulations within the residential
zoning districts would remain relatively
unchanged from the existing code

Maximum cumulative sign size standard in
addition to the maximum individual sign
size regulation

Frontage-based approach — Number of
frontages and size of frontage based on
linear feet



Table 375.409.1

Attached Signs: Number and Size

Maximum Number of

SF = Square Feet

. . " Maximum Individual Cumulative Size of all . . e
Zoning District Attached Signs Per P . Sign llumination
Sign Size (SF Attached Signs (SF)
Shopfront or Frontage
R-1L, R-1M, R-2 1[0 6 SF B 5F Not Permitted
R-T,R-M 1[0 10 5F 10 5F External Only
R-V 1_[11 20 5F 50 SF External Only
MU-NE, MU-NC
R N ) [2]
MIU-FM. MU-EC 2 245F 32 5F External & Internal
MU-CU, MU-DT,
e —— [4] 131
MU-FS. MU-FW 2 325F 40 SF External & Internal
1 SF for each linear foot
MU-CH Mot Limited of building frontage 200 SF External & Internal B
not to exceed 64 SF.
MU-CI 1 per 125 ft. of frontage 64 5F [4 400 SF External & Internal
1 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal Bl
2 1 per 100 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal 2
LC 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 23 5F nfa External Only
NOTES:
[1] Limited to multi-unit dwellings and nonresidential uses.
Buildings with a shopfront may be approved for a wall sign of up to 20 square fest, provided that
[2] the proposed sign is consistent with the character of the building and neighborhood in which it is
located, as determined by the Chief Planning Official.
JE)} Refer to section 375-409(5)(d), llumination, for the standards applicable to sign illumination.
[ Additional signs permitted above top row of windows on buildings at least 9 stories in height may

not extend across more than 50% of building facade width.

Creating two tables (attached & detached)
leads to more specificity for each type of
sign and better readability for the user

Signage regulations within the residential
zoning districts would remain relatively
unchanged from the existing code

Maximum cumulative sign size standard in
addition to the maximum individual sign
size regulation

Frontage-based approach — Number of
frontages and size of frontage based on
linear feet



Table 375.409.1

Attached Signs: Number and Size

Maximum Number of

SF = Square Feet

. . " Maximum Individual Cumulative Size of all . . e
Zoning District Attached Signs Per P . Sign llumination
Sign Size (SF Attached Signs (SF)
Shopfront or Frontage
R-1L, R-1M, R-2 1[0 6 SF B 5F Not Permitted
R-T,R-M 1[0 10 5F 10 5F External Only
R-V 1_[11 20 5F 50 SF External Only
MU-NE, MU-NC
R N ) [2]
MIU-FM. MU-EC 2 245F 32 5F External & Internal
MU-CU, MU-DT,
e —— [4] 131
MU-FS. MU-FW 2 325F 40 SF External & Internal
1 SF for each linear foot
MU-CH Mot Limited of building frontage 200 SF External & Internal B
not to exceed 64 SF.
MU-CI 1 per 125 ft. of frontage 64 5F [4 400 SF External & Internal
1 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal Bl
2 1 per 100 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal 2
LC 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 23 5F nfa External Only
NOTES:
[1] Limited to multi-unit dwellings and nonresidential uses.
Buildings with a shopfront may be approved for a wall sign of up to 20 square fest, provided that
[2] the proposed sign is consistent with the character of the building and neighborhood in which it is
located, as determined by the Chief Planning Official.
JE)} Refer to section 375-409(5)(d), llumination, for the standards applicable to sign illumination.
[ Additional signs permitted above top row of windows on buildings at least 9 stories in height may

not extend across more than 50% of building facade width.

Creating two tables (attached & detached)
leads to more specificity for each type of
sign and better readability for the user

Signage regulations within the residential
zoning districts would remain relatively
unchanged from the existing code

Maximum cumulative sign size standard
in addition to the maximum individual
sign size regulation

Frontage-based approach — Number of
frontages and size of frontage based on
linear feet



Table 375.409.1

Attached Signs: Number and Size
SF = Square Feet

Maximum Number of
. . T oo Maximum Individual Cumulative Size of all . . e
Zoning District Attached Signs Per P . Sign llumination
Sign Size (SF Attached Signs (SF)
Shopfront or Frontage
R-1L, R-1M, R-2 1[0 6 SF B 5F Not Permitted
R-T,R-M 1[0 10 5F 10 5F External Only
R-V 1_[11 20 5F 50 SF External Only
MU-NE, MU-NC
—_ Ty T [3]
MIU-FM. MU-EC 2 245F 32 5F External & Internal
MU-CU, MU-DT,
e —— [4] 131
MU-FS. MU-FW 2 325F 40 SF External & Internal
1 SF for each linear foot
MU-CH Mot Limited of building frontage 200 SF External & Internal B
not to exceed 64 SF.
MU-CI 1 per 125 ft. of frontage 64 5F [4 400 SF External & Internal
1 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal Bl
2 1 per 100 ft. of frontage 64 SF 100 5F External & Internal 2
LC 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 23 5F nfa External Only
- D eeeee.e.e.oéU U e————
NOTES:
[1] Limited to multi-unit dwellings and nonresidential uses.
Buildings with a shopfront may be approved for a wall sign of up to 20 square fest, provided that
[2] the proposed sign is consistent with the character of the building and neighborhood in which it is
located, as determined by the Chief Planning Official.
JE)} Refer to section 375-409(5)(d), llumination, for the standards applicable to sign illumination.
[ Additional signs permitted above top row of windows on buildings at least 9 stories in height may

not extend across more than 50% of building facade width.

Creating two tables (attached & detached)
leads to more specificity for each type of
sign and better readability for the user

Signage regulations within the residential
zoning districts would remain relatively
unchanged from the existing code

Maximum cumulative sign size standard in
addition to the maximum individual sign
size regulation

Frontage-based approach — Number of
frontages and size of frontage based on
linear feet






Detached Signs: Number,
SF = Square Feet | FT = Feet

Table 375.409.2

Size, and Height

Utilize maximum cumulative sign size

Frontage-based approach — Number
of frontages and size of frontage
based on linear feet

Allow for detached signs in several
districts that previously prohibited
them, only if there is a pre-existing
building with a setback greater than
20 feet

Maximum Number of Maximum Cumulative Size of Detached
Zoning District Detached Signs Per Shop- Individual all Detached Signs Sign lllumination
front or Frontage Sign Size [SF) (SF) Height (FT)
R-1L, R-1M, R-2 e G SF G SF 4ft Not Permitted
R-T, R-M 1 a0z 0 5F 10 5F 5 ft. External Only
R-V 1 per 250 ft. of frontage [2] 32 5F 64 SF 5ft. External Only
MU-NE, MU-NC 10 24 SF 24 SF 5ft. External & Internal [3!
MU-DT, MU-FW, MU-
2
C EX SeoF ERLS External Unly
FC. MU-FS. MU-EM 1@ 325F 32 5F S5ft External Onl
_MuU-cu 1 30 SF b4 61t External & Internal [3]
MU-CH 1 per 100 ft. of frontage [#] 100 SF 200 SF 15 ft. External & Internal ]
MU-Ci 1 per 125 ft. of frontage [+ 64 5F 400 SF 10ft. External & Internal (3]
1 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 54 SF 200 5F 6 ft. External & Internal I3
12 1 per 100 ft. of frontage 100 SF 300 5F 8ft. External & Internal I3
LC 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 25 5F n/a B ft. External Only
NOTES:
1] Limited to multi-unit dwellings and nonresidential uses.
2 A detached sign shall only be permitted on a lot where the front yard setback of an existing principal
building is greater than 20 feet.
[E]| Befer to section 375-409(5)(d), lllumination, for the standards applicable to sign illumination.
141 In the MU-CH and MU-CI Districts, an additional detached directory sign of up to 100 square feet is

permitted for multi-tenanted properties that have more than 200 linear feet of street frontage.




Detached Signs: Number,
SF = Square Feet | FT = Feet

Table 375.409.2

Size, and Height

Utilize maximum cumulative sign size

Frontage-based approach — Number
of frontages and size of frontage
based on linear feet

Allow for detached signs in several
districts that previously prohibited
them, only if there is a pre-existing
building with a setback greater than
20 feet

Maximum Number of Maximum Cumulative Size of Detached
Zoning District Detached Signs Per Shop- Individual all Detached Signs Sign lllumination
front or Frontage Sign Size [SF) (SF) Height (FT)
R-1L, R-1M, R-2 i G SF G SF 4ft Not Permitted
R-T, R-M 1 a0z 0 5F 10 5F 5 ft. External Only
RV 1 per 250 ft. of frontage [ 32 5F B4 5F 3ft. External Only
MU-NE, MU-NC 10 24 SF 24 SF 5ft. External & Internal [3!
MU-DT, MU-FW, MU-
2
C EX SeoF ERLS External Unly
FC. MU-FS. MU-EM 1@ 325F 32 5F S5ft External Onl
Mu-cu 1 30 SF b4 61t External & Internal [3]
MU-CH 1 per 100 ft. of frontage [#] 100 SF 200 SF 15 ft. External & Internal ]
MU-Ci 1 per 125 ft. of frontage [+ 64 5F 400 SF 10ft. External & Internal (3]
1 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 54 SF 200 5F 6 ft. External & Internal I3
12 1 per 100 ft. of frontage 100 SF 300 5F 8ft. External & Internal I3
LC 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 25 5F n/a B ft. External Only
NOTES:
1] Limited to multi-unit dwellings and nonresidential uses.
2 A detached sign shall only be permitted on a lot where the front yard setback of an existing principal
building is greater than 20 feet.
[E]| Befer to section 375-409(5)(d), lllumination, for the standards applicable to sign illumination.
141 In the MU-CH and MU-CI Districts, an additional detached directory sign of up to 100 square feet is

permitted for multi-tenanted properties that have more than 200 linear feet of street frontage.




Detached Signs: Number,
SF = Square Feet | FT = Feet

Table 375.409.2

Size, and Height

Utilize maximum cumulative sign size

Frontage-based approach — Number
of frontages and size of frontage
based on linear feet

Allow for detached signs in several
districts that previously prohibited
them, only if there is a pre-existing
building with a setback greater than
20 feet

Maximum Number of Maximum Cumulative Size of Detached
Zoning District Detached Signs Per Shop- Individual all Detached Signs Sign lllumination
front or Frontage Sign Size [SF) (SF) Height (FT)
R-1L, R-1M, R-2 i G SF G SF 4ft. Not Permitted
R-T, R-M 1 a0z 0 5F 10 5F 5 ft. External Only
RV 1 per 250 ft. of frontage [ 32 5F B4 5F 3ft. External Only
MU-NE, MU-NC 10 24 SF 24 SF 5ft. External & Internal [3!
MU-DT, MU-FW, MU-
2
C EX SeoF ERLS External Unly
FC. MU-FS. MU-EM 1@ 325F 32 5F S5ft External Onl
_MuU-cu 1 30 SF 64 61t External & Internal &
MU-CH 1 per 100 ft. of frontage [#] 100 SF 200 SF 15 ft. External & Internal ]
MU-Ci 1 per 125 ft. of frontage [+ 64 5F 400 SF 10ft. External & Internal (3]
1 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 54 SF 200 5F 6 ft. External & Internal I3
12 1 per 100 ft. of frontage 100 SF 300 5F 8ft. External & Internal I3
LC 1 per 250 ft. of frontage 25 5F n/a B ft. External Only
NOTES:
E] Limited to multi-unit dwellings and nonresidential uses.
2 A detached sign shall only be permitted on a lot where the front yard setback of an existing principal
building is greater than 20 feet.
[E]| Befer to section 375-409(5)(d), lllumination, for the standards applicable to sign illumination.
141 In the MU-CH and MU-CI Districts, an additional detached directory sign of up to 100 square feet is

permitted for multi-tenanted properties that have more than 200 linear feet of street frontage.




These detached
signs are not
allowed within
certain zoning
districts.

Proposed
amendment would
allow detached
sighage in
situations like this.



Size Comparison
(Detached/Freestanding
Signs)

MPLOYEE/VISITOR TRUCK ENTRANCE .
A7 ENTRANCE  SCALE ENTRANCE.

B (SMALL DELIVERY VEHICLES) | 'l
10 FEET MAX HEIGHT'




Signage Along Central Avenue
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Existing
Signs
that are
taller
and/or
larger in
area
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