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November 13, 2020  
 
Mayor, Hon. Kathy Sheehan  
Albany City Hall 
24 Eagle Street, Room 102 
Albany, NY 12207 
 
Chief Eric Hawkins  
Albany Police Department 
165 Henry Johnson  
Albany, NY 12210 
 

ALBANY COMMON COUNCIL CALLS ON MAYOR SHEEHAN AND CHIEF 
HAWKINS TO TERMINATE OFFICER DAVID W. HAUPT 

 Dear Mayor Sheehan and Chief Hawkins,  

Today we were made aware of a video where Officer David W. Haupt used racist 
comments while having an on-duty conversation with an Albany County Sheriff’s Deputy. The 
statements made by the officer are deplorable and he is not worthy of wearing the uniform of an 
Albany Police Officer. Officer David W. Haupt has dishonored his badge and now it is time for 
him to return it to the city.  

The Albany Common Council demands that Officer Haupt be immediately terminated from the 
Albany Police Department. We implore you to act now; any hesitation will further erode the 
public’s trust and the reputation of our police department. We understand that there is a process 
for dismissal of an officer; however, the sooner the process is started, the sooner the process of 
healing from this can begin. You have the opportunity to show that this does not represent our 
department. You cannot control the statements and actions of others, but you can control how 
you respond.  

We all have seen the protests and have heard the calls for justice around our country. Now it is 
time for Albany to stand up and show that this type of mentality will never be tolerated here. 
Officer Haupt’s statement is likely to have far reaching effects which may endanger the safety of 
his fellow officers. It is time for him to go.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  
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Respectfully yours,  
 
 
CITY OF ALBANY COMMON COUNCIL   
Council President, Hon. Corey Ellis  
Council President Pro Tempore, Ward 4. Hon. Kelly Kimbrough 
Council Majority Leader, Ward 13. Hon. Ginnie Farrell   
Council Member, Ward 1. Hon. Sonia Frederick  
Council Member, Ward 2. Hon. Derek Johnson  
Council Member, Ward 3. Hon. Joyce Love  
Council Member, Ward 5. Hon. Jahmel Robinson  
Council Member, Ward 6. Hon. Richard Conti  
Council Member, Ward 7. Hon. Catherine M. Fahey  
Council Member, Ward 8. Hon. Jack Flynn   
Council Member, Ward 9. Hon. Judy Doesschate  
Council Member, Ward 10. Hon. Owusu Anane  
Council Member, Ward 11. Hon. Alfredo Balarin  
Council Member, Ward 12. Hon. Michael O’Brien  
Council Member, Ward 14. Hon. Joseph Igoe  
Council Member, Ward 15. Hon. Tom Hoey  
 

 

  

 


