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Project Goal & Objectives

« Project Goal: Improve drainage and pedestrian infrastructure along the

Manning Boulevard corridor.

* Project Objectives:

X
%3;1;8%'

Regrade & introduce stormwater drainage systems and green
infrastructure to the corridor to mitigate flooding of adjacent
properties.

Provide pedestrian and Dbicycle infrastructure and safety
improvements throughout the corridor, including ADA compliant
crosswalks, curb ramps, sidewalks, road crossings, and shared lane
markings / bicycle route signage.

Provide streetscape improvements including tree plantings, vegetated
buffers, new curbing, signage, etc.
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Summary of Public Meeting #1

Meeting held on August 14t 2023 at Albany Pine Hills Public Library

Approximately 30 residents in attendance along with City of Albany
representatives

Presentation included:

— Project Overview

— Existing Conditions Summary

— Presentation of Initial Concept Designs

— Overview of Project Schedule

Open Discussion, Questions, Comments
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Concept ‘A’
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Concept ‘B’

=150"

i Eal

' 2 '

i Qd" ;

! & & i

| 5 & g
2 0 '
=% ]
£ ) 3
1 8 1o
£ r | | X
Q 1 1 -}
[ ' ! 1o
1 ' | 1 :
o1 i DRAINAGE i DRAINAGE ! f
g ' i 1 £
[ : PN : \ B
<1 1=

Ll [ U 1

1 i . 1

' U ! '

k 1 1 ] 1

] [} ! -

: ; 1 |
l I \ I __—_
. . 1 1
! ! = N == i
SECTION A ko8 5' ‘ 5 & o 20 12 2 2 5 5 i A
SCALE: N.TS. Sidewl | Farking Sharron Planting strip Drive lane Drve lane Pranting strip Sharrow Parking Sidewak Made with Streetmlx
OME-WAY BRIDLE GREEN MANNING BLYD GREEN ONE-WAY BRIDLE
PATH WITH PARKING LANE INFRASTRUCTURE (TURNING LANE AT INTERSECTION} INFRASTRUGTURE PATH WITH PARKING LANE

PLAN VIEW

'}%H' ALBANY Wes’ron.; an

NEW YORK | EST. 1686




Summary of Public Meeting #1

» Bridle Paths « Bike / Pedestrian Safety
— Dislike conversion to one-way — Desire for crosswalk improvements
— Concerns about winter maintenance — Desire for intersection improvements
— Desire for curbing — Desire bump outs / speed bumps
— Dislike removal of access points — Support for bike lanes / infrastructure

« Manning Boulevard
— Concerns over queuing lengths at intersections
— Concerns about utility improvements within project corridor
— Some approval for narrowing lanes, suggestions to narrow further
— Desire for traffic control devices (speed humps, raised crosswalks, signage, etc.)
— Concerns that safety & convenience were not adequately considered
— Some approval for green spaces, concerns it may encourage speeding

— Concerns about tree removals — support for replacing any tree removed with an
appropriate replacement

— Concern over lack of current traffic law enforcement on Manning Boulevard
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Public Survey

Public Survey introduced Gai ;éw]?ogél\lg
at Public Meeting #1 '

Open from AUQUSt 16th Micro Surfacing s
through September 71, s
56 Total Respondents, 29 riessicare e

of which live within the et
immediate project area.

New Scotland Avenue
Infrastructure Project

Brevator Street
Improvement Project

Past Projects

Albany Pedestrian
Experience {DRI) -
Clinton
AvenuefLivingston
Avenue & Columbia
Street

Manning Boulevard .--u “m m I I I | Ir ' l

Improvement Project

Project Boundaries

DGS Delivers

19 Blvd. from Western Avenue to Washington Avenue. The project includes the Bridle Paths on both sides of
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Q1: To what extent do you agree to the following questions?

100% -
80% -
60% -
40% -
1 | ' ol (00
0% | , m.l ml l.._r T , ~ 1
| feel safe and | feel safe and | feel that Manning Manning Boulevard and ~ Manning Boulevard is The Bridle Paths on
comfortable walking/ comfortable walking / Boulevard and the Bridle the Bridle Paths have a pedestrian and bike Manning Boulevard are
biking along Manning biking along the Bridle Paths are well maintained  strong streetscape / friendly pedestrian and bike
Boulevard Paths on Manning and clean street tree aesthetic friendly
Boulevard
B Strongly Agree B Agree Somewhat Agree Neither Agree nor Disagree
B Somewhat Disagree B Disagree B Strongly Disagree

Q2: Why do you typically travel on Manning Boulevard? Check all that apply.

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Shopping
Shopping 23.64% 13
Live nearby
Live nearby 83.64% 46
Work / Commute Work / Commute 45.45% 25
Recreation / Exercise (Jogging, Dog Recreation / Exercise 52.73% 29

Walking, Etc.) (Jogging, Dog
Walking, Etc.)

None of the Above
None of the Above 1.82% 1

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% TOTAL ™
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Q3: What form of transportation do you use the most when travelling on Manning Boulevard?

Bike ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Bike 14.29% 8
Car
Car 51.79% 29
Bus
Bus 0% 0
Walk Walk 30.36% 17
Other (please specify) Other (please specify) 3.57% 2
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%  TOTAL 56

A

Q4: How would you rate Manning Boulevard's visual environment?
TOTAL WEIGHTE
D

1 2 3 4 5
AVERAGE

b 1.79% 8.93% 30.36% 23.21% 35.71% 56 3.82
1 5 17 13 20
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Q5: Do you feel safe when walking across Manning Boulevard?

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes 37.50% 21
No 62.50% 35
TOTAL 56
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Q6: How would you rate the general design for Concept 'A' of Manning Boulevard on a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being
best, 1 being worst)?

ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE NUMBER RESPONSES
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Q9: How would you rate the general design for Concept 'B' of Manning Boulevard on a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being
best, 1 being worst)?

_ ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE NUMBER RESPONSES

1.7 50

0 1 2 3 4 5
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Q12: Overall, do you have a preference between the two general design concepts?

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Prefer Concept 'A’ 39.22% 20
Prefer Concept 'A'
Prefer Concept 'B' 25.49% 13
No preference 35.29% 18
Prefer Concept 'B TOTAL 51
No preference
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Q13: What improvements are a top priority for you? Check all that apply.
Parking ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Parking 14.55% 8
Drainage
Drainage 50.91% 28
Landscaping Landscaping 43.64% 24
Bicycle & Pedestrian Infrastructure Bicycle & Pedestrian Infrastructure 58.18% 32
Safety 61.82% 34
Safety
Other (please specify) 30.91% 17
Other (please specify)
TOTAL 143

0% 20% 40% 60%  80% 100%
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Public Survey - sSummary

Respondents generally feel the bridle paths are safe and friendly to
bicyclists and pedestrians, while the main travel way of Manning
Boulevard is not.

Respondents generally felt that Manning Boulevard had a positive
aesthetic and visual environment.

Neither initial concept received majority support — concerns generally
mirrored those expressed during the public meeting including:

— Impacts of one-way bridle paths

— Traffic control & speed reduction

— Bicycle / Pedestrian safety, intersection improvements, etc.

— Support for dedicated bike lanes

— Maintaining street trees

Drainage, safety, and bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure ranked the top 3
concerns for respondents.
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Incorporating Feedback

Note: Comments of similar nature have been consolidated & summarized.

Comment / Concern

Improve drainage and eliminate ponding / icing on sidewalks.  * Improperly constructed sidewalks will be replaced
Sidewalks, buffer spaces, and carriage paths will be rebuilt
to divert runoff

Bridle Paths are functional in their current condition and < Bridle paths will remain in their current configuration.
should remain unchanged. Curbing is preferred. * Bicycle Route signage would be installed directing bicyclists
to the Bridle Paths*
* Wedge curb may be provided along the house-side of the

bridle paths
Manning Boulevard should have a turning lane — this was < Turning lane will be provided at all intersections & bridle path
pushed for previously in conjunction with narrowing the road access points.
from 4-lanes to 3-lanes and has had a beneficial impact on « Queuing length of the turning lane will be reviewed and

traffic. approved by the City of Albany Traffic Engineer

* Keeping the Bridle Paths in their current configuration without
designated lanes prevents the installation of shared-lane
markings — signage will be provided in lieu of markings
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Incorporating Feedback

Note: Comments of similar nature have been consolidated & summarized.

Comment / Concern

Travel lanes on Manning should be narrowed further. Middle < Shoulders must be provided in addition to lane width
median will encourage speeding and create “raceway” < Must be wide enough to accommodate emergency vehicle
condition. * Medians, trees, parked cars, etc. generally result in a traffic
calming effect by limiting the perceived width of available
pavement.
» The City of Albany Traffic Engineer will review and approve all
roadway elements.

Enforcement of traffic laws is lacking « Concerns about enforcement have been brought to the
attention of the Albany Police Department.
« City current implements temporary control measures to
encourage conformance with traffic laws

Pedestrian safety is a top priority and design elements should + Narrower roadway widths are proposed
be implemented to reduce speeds and promote safety » Signed and signaled mid-block crossings are proposed
» While some traffic control devices such as speed bumps are
not permitted on the main travel lanes, some measures
could be explored for implementation on the Bridle Paths

Trees and lighting should be preserved.  Lighting is proposed to remain
» Select tree removals are proposed for trees identified as
dying or in decline by the City Arborist*
« The planting plan will be reviewed by the City Arborist for
approval

* Dead trees / trees in decline would need be removed

irrespective of this project.
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Project Schedule

Construction

Public Engagement Project Design

Aug. — Nov. Nov. — Feb.

Summer 2024

For additional information, please visit the project page on the City of Albany website:

Project Page

https://www.albanyny.gov/2201/Manning-Boulevard-Improvement-Project
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Manning Boulevard Street Improvement Project

Thank you for joining us!

Questions? Comments?

Jack Grieshober, RLA

WESTON & SAMPSON
PROJECT MANAGER

5+ ALBANY Weston (&)

NEW YORK | EST. 1686



	Slide Number 1
	Project Goal & Objectives
	Summary of Public Meeting #1
	Concept ‘A’
	Concept ‘B’
	Summary of Public Meeting #1
	Public Survey
	Q1: To what extent do you agree to the following questions?
	Q3: What form of transportation do you use the most when travelling on Manning Boulevard?
	Q5: Do you feel safe when walking across Manning Boulevard?
	Slide Number 11
	Q9: How would you rate the general design for Concept 'B' of Manning Boulevard on a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being best, 1 being worst)?
	Q12: Overall, do you have a preference between the two general design concepts?
	Public Survey - Summary
	Incorporating Feedback
	Incorporating Feedback
	Project Schedule
	Slide Number 18

